Exam Questions: Nationalism in International Context  

Duration: 3 hours

You must answer three questions. All questions carry equal weight.

1. In terms of ethnic conflict regulation, what is meant by ‘managing’ as opposed to ‘eliminating’ differences?

2. Can consociationalism work as a mechanism for stable governance in post-conflict societies?   
3. ‘Multiculturalism is the most appropriate form of ethnic conflict management in multi-ethnic societies.’ Assess the validity of this statement.  

4.  What is communitarian multiculturalism and how does it differ from cosmopolitan multiculturalism? 

5. Does national identity determine a state’s foreign policy? 

6. Explain the contradictions between national self-determination and state sovereignty. 

7. Has the deepening of the European Union led to the erosion of national sovereignty? 

8. The United States bucks the trend of secularisation seen across Western Europe. How do secularisation theorists explain this anomaly? 

9. ‘Political Islam has much in common with secular nationalism.’ Assess the validity of this claim. 
10. ‘Demographic shifts are a key factor in causing inter-ethnic conflicts.’ Discuss. 

11.  To what extent do ethnic diasporas influence their homeland’s foreign policy?  

12.  Can social solidarity be forged in an ethnically diverse society? 

