Exam Questions: Nationalism and Ethno-Religious Conflict

Duration: 3 hours

You must answer three questions. All questions carry equal weight.
1) According to primordialists, to what extent does genetic programming determine the evolution of ethnic groups?

2) What do modernists claim are the key factors in the emergence of the nation? 

3) To what extent does ethnosymbolism differ from the modernist perspective? 

4) ‘The state creates the nation, not the reverse.’ Assess the validity of this claim. 

5) Is the ‘ethnic-civic’ paradigm a useful concept or an impractical framework for analysis?    

6) ‘Democracy can lead to increased ethnic and nationalist conflict.’ Discuss. 
7) Why do some ethnic conflicts become violent whilst others do not? 

8) What explains the resurgence of the extreme right in Western Europe since 1989? 

9) What are the key factors that lead an ethnic group to seek secession? 

10)  ‘Nationalism may be secular but ideologists utilise religion to attain their objectives.’ Discuss with reference to at least one example. 
11)   ‘Nationalism is primarily an elite construction.’ Discuss. 
12)   ‘National identities are a mix of both civic and ethnic elements.’  Do you agree?   
